
 

 

 

 

5th May 

India-Japan Defence Ministers Meet to Deepen Bilateral 
Ties Amid Global Security Challenges 

High-Level Bilateral Engagement in New Delhi 

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will host Japanese counterpart Gen Nakatani in 
New Delhi on May 5, 2025, to review and strengthen defence cooperation. 
 
 

 This will be the second meeting within six months, following their first dialogue in 
November 2024 during the ASEAN Defence Ministers' Meeting-Plus in Laos. 
 
 

Shared Strategic Outlook on Global & Regional Security 

 Talks will focus on regional and international security developments, including 
the Indo-Pacific, East and South China Seas. 
 
 

 China’s increasing military presence in strategic waters will be closely examined. 
 
 

 The meeting follows Japan’s strong support for India post the Pahalgam terrorist 
attack, highlighting joint commitment against terrorism. 
 
 

Bilateral Defence Cooperation: Growing in Strength 

 India and Japan share a Special Strategic and Global Partnership since 2014, 
emphasizing defence and security as core pillars. 
 
 

 Defence exchanges have grown due to a convergence on strategic priorities and 
commitment to regional peace, security, and stability. 
 
 

Reciprocal Supply and Services Agreement in Focus 



 

 

 Discussions to revisit the Reciprocal Provision of Supply and Services 
Agreement, first deliberated in November 2024. 
 
 

 The agreement aims to enhance military interoperability, enabling use of each 
other’s bases for repair, replenishment, and logistics. 
 
 

Boosting Defence Industrial Cooperation 

 Both sides are expected to explore new avenues for defence industrial 
collaboration. 
 
 

 Emphasis on joint development and production of defence equipment, tapping 
into each nation's technological strengths. 
 
 

Commitment to Indo-Pacific Peace and Stability 

 Both nations advocate a free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific region. 
 
 

 The Indo-Pacific strategy remains central to bilateral cooperation, with shared 
interests in countering assertive military posturing. 

 

Tensions on the Global Stage: UN Security Council 
Convenes Over India-Pakistan Row Post-Pahalgam Attack 

Background & Context: A Region on Edge 

 On April 22, 2025, a terror attack in Pahalgam, Jammu & Kashmir, claimed 26 
lives, sparking sharp diplomatic escalation between India and Pakistan. 
 
 

 India attributed the attack to cross-border terrorism originating from Pakistan and 
responded with strong retaliatory diplomatic measures. 
 
 

 Pakistan has denied responsibility, calling for a neutral international 
investigation and accused India of “aggressive actions.” 
 
 

India’s Response: Firm Measures Post-Attack 

 India suspended the Indus Waters Treaty, citing Pakistan's “sustained cross-
border terrorism”. 



 

 

 
 

 Diplomatic retaliation included: 
 
 

o Expulsion of Pakistani military attachés 
 
 

o Closure of the Attari land border transit post 
 
 

o Shutting Indian airspace to Pakistani flights 
 
 

o Termination of trade relations, including through third countries. 
 
 

 India warned the UN against Pakistan using global platforms for “baseless 
propaganda.” 
 
 

Pakistan’s Diplomatic Push: Appeal to the UN 

 Pakistan approached the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) to convene a 
closed-door consultation, citing India’s “provocative statements” and actions. 
 
 

 Pakistan’s Foreign Office said it would present “accurate facts” and urged the UN to 
intervene, claiming a threat to regional peace and security. 
 
 

 It also rejected India’s suspension of the Indus Waters Treaty, calling it illegal 
and a potential “act of war”. 
 
 

UN Security Council's Role & Reactions 

 The UNSC meeting was scheduled for May 5, 2025, under the Greek Presidency of 
the Council. 
 
 

 The 15-member body includes 5 permanent members (US, UK, France, Russia, 
China) and 10 non-permanent members, including Pakistan and Greece. 
 
 

 Ambassador Evangelos Sekeris, Greece’s Permanent Representative to the UN 
and current UNSC President, stated: 
 
 

o “Terrorism must be condemned everywhere.” 
 
 



 

 

o Expressed concern over mounting regional tensions. 
 
 

Referred to India as “far bigger” than Pakistan, indicating diplomatic weight and global 

influence. 

 

6th May 

NATIONAL EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS INITIATIVE 

 Mock Drills Scheduled for May 7, 2025: The Union Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA) has directed all states to conduct nationwide civil defence mock drills on 
May 7 in response to heightened security threats following the recent terror attack in 
Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir. 

 Drill Objectives and Scope: The drills aim to test and strengthen civil defence 
mechanisms across 244 designated ‘civil defence districts’, simulating wartime 
or terror emergencies involving air raids, chemical attacks, and coordinated terror 
strikes. 

Ten Critical Exercises Included 
 The comprehensive drills will involve: 

 Activation of air raid sirens 
 
 

 Training students and civilians 
 
 

 Blackout rehearsals 
 
 

 Camouflaging of critical infrastructure 
 
 

 Evacuation plan rehearsals 
 
 

 Radio communication checks with the Indian Air Force 
 
 

 Warden and emergency service activations 
 
 

 Bunker cleaning operations 
 
 

 Control room functionality tests 
 
 



 

 

 Civil defence plan updates 
 
 

TERROR ATTACK BACKDROP: PAHALGAM INCIDENT 

 Pahalgam Terror Attack: Trigger for Preparedness: The May 2025 Pahalgam 
terror attack resulted in 26 fatalities, intensifying security concerns. India has 
blamed Pakistan, though Islamabad denies involvement. The drill is seen as part 
of the national response to prevent further incidents. 

 Pakistan's Role Under International Scrutiny: India is urging international bodies 
like the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) to re-evaluate Pakistan’s standing, 
pushing for its inclusion in the ‘Grey List’, citing its alleged support to terror outfits. 

GLOBAL & DIPLOMATIC RESPONSES 

 Russia Extends Full Support to India: Russian President Vladimir Putin 
personally called PM Narendra Modi, expressing solidarity and vowing to support 
India in bringing the perpetrators to justice. 

 UN Condemns Civilian Targeting: UN Secretary-General António Guterres 
condemned the targeting of civilians as “unacceptable” and offered to help de-
escalate tensions, though he avoided backing military retaliation. 

 UN Security Council’s Informal Session: A closed-door meeting was held by the 
UN Security Council at Pakistan’s request to discuss Indo-Pak tensions. No official 
records or minutes were documented. 

DIGITAL & INFORMATION SECURITY 

 Crackdown on Anti-National Content: The Parliamentary Committee on 
Information Technology has urged legal action against social media influencers 
promoting anti-national, Islamophobic, or divisive content, particularly following 
the Pahalgam attack. 

 Government Report Due by May 8: The Committee has demanded a detailed 
report on the spread of misinformation and hate content from the Ministry of 
Electronics and IT, to be submitted by May 8, 2025. 

INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMACY & DEFENCE COOPERATION 

 India-Japan Defence Talks: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh met with his 
Japanese counterpart Yasukazu Hamada, who reaffirmed Japan’s full support and 
discussed joint anti-terrorism strategies. 

 Multilateral Support Against Terrorism: India raised the Pahalgam issue with the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB). Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman urged a 
review of funding to Pakistan in light of the attack. 

 Internal Security Briefings: Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh met with PM 
Modi to brief on current threats and national security strategies post the Pahalgam 
incident. 

STRATEGIC CIVIL DEFENCE PLANNING 

 Focus on Swift Civilian Response: This large-scale civil defence mobilisation aims 
to build a disciplined, informed civilian response network, reinforcing India’s 
readiness for wartime contingencies or cross-border threats. 



 

 

 Historic Significance of Civil Defence Drills: This marks one of India’s largest 
mock drill operations since the Kargil War era, reflecting the government’s 
commitment to preparedness, deterrence, and national resilience. 

 

Israel Approves Strategic Plan to Capture Gaza 

Military Offensive: Key Strategic Developments 

 Security Cabinet Approval: Israel’s security cabinet unanimously approved a 
comprehensive plan to capture and hold Gaza, with the primary aim to destroy 
Hamas and rescue remaining hostages. 
 
 

 Planned Ground Expansion: The plan, proposed by Chief of Staff Lt Gen Eyal 
Zamir, involves permanent troop deployment, expansion of the Israeli-controlled 
buffer zone, and displacement of Gaza's population to southern areas. 
 
 

 Reservists Mobilised: Tens of thousands of Israeli reservists have been called up to 
support the impending operations. 
 
 

 Timeline Linked to Diplomacy: Implementation of the plan is delayed until after 
President Donald Trump's visit (May 13–16) to the Middle East, providing a 
diplomatic “window of opportunity” for ceasefire negotiations. 
 
 

Humanitarian and International Backlash 

 Humanitarian Crisis Deepens: Community kitchens in Gaza warn of imminent food 
exhaustion. Aid agencies report blockaded deliveries since March 2, causing mass 
hunger, halted bakeries, and failing health services. 
 
 

 UN Condemnation: The Humanitarian Country Team and UN agencies have 
condemned Israel’s new aid plan via private companies, calling it a violation of 
humanitarian principles and a military pressure tactic. 
 
 

 Gaza Under Siege: The Israeli proposal includes a “sterile area” in Rafah, where 
displaced Palestinians must undergo inspection to access basic supplies — 
increasing risks to civilians and aid workers alike. 
 
 

 International Disapproval: 
 
 

o UK opposed the offensive expansion. 
 
 



 

 

o EU expressed concern about increasing Palestinian suffering. 
 
 

o UN Secretary-General Guterres warned against further civilian 
displacement. 
 
 

o President Trump, while supportive of Israel, pledged to ensure food reaches 
Palestinians. 
 
 

Political, Civil & Historical Context 

 Historical Occupation Context: Israel originally occupied Gaza in 1967, withdrew in 
2005, but retained control over its airspace, borders, and coastline, meaning the UN 
still views Gaza as "occupied territory." 
 
 

 Far-Right Political Pressure: Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich declared the 
intention to “finally occupy the Gaza Strip,” indicating strong right-wing influence in 
Israeli policymaking. 
 
 

 October 7 Attacks - The Catalyst: Israel’s campaign stems from Hamas’s 7 
October 2023 attack, which killed 1,200 Israelis and led to 251 hostages being 
taken. It triggered the ongoing war and humanitarian blockade. 
 
 

 Mounting Death Toll: As per Gaza’s Hamas-run Health Ministry, 52,567 people 
have died since the conflict began, with 2,459 fatalities since the offensive resumed 
on March 18. 
 
 

Domestic & Resistance Voices 

 Hostage Families Oppose War-First Strategy: The Hostages and Missing 
Families Forum accused the government of prioritising territory over the safe return 
of the 59 remaining hostages — 24 of whom are still believed to be alive. 
 
 

 Hamas's Position: Hamas demands a comprehensive ceasefire, complete Israeli 
withdrawal, Gaza reconstruction, and a mutual prisoner release deal — rejecting 
current Israeli terms as coercive. 
 
 

Gazan Civilians Resist Displacement: Many northern Gaza residents, having already 

endured harsh conditions in southern “safe zones,” are refusing further evacuation. 

Statements like “We are staying in Gaza” reflect widespread civilian defiance. 

 



 

 

7th May 
 

Operation Sindoor: India’s Precision Strike to Dismantle 
Cross-Border Terror Infrastructure 

Context & Trigger: Pahalgam Terror Attack 

 Pahalgam Tragedy Sparks Action: Operation Sindoor was launched in direct 
response to the April 22, 2025 terror attack in Pahalgam, Anantnag (J&K) that 
claimed 26 lives — 25 Indian citizens and 1 Nepali national. 
 
 

 Government’s Pledge to Avenge: Prime Minister Narendra Modi had vowed to 
pursue perpetrators to the "ends of the earth", promising punishment "beyond 
their imagination." 
 
 

 Symbolic Naming: 'Sindoor': The operation was symbolically named "Sindoor" to 
honour the sacrifice of innocent lives and to reaffirm India's commitment to justice 
and national integrity. 
 
 

The Operation: Targets, Execution & Scope 

 Precision Missile Strikes Conducted at 1:44 AM: On May 7, 2025, the Indian 
Armed Forces executed 24 missile strikes in a 25-minute operation starting at 1:05 
AM. 
 
 

 Nine Terror Camps Neutralized: Strikes targeted 9 terrorist facilities across 
Pakistan and Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir (POK) including Muridke and 
Bahawalpur — strongholds of Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammed 
(JeM) respectively. 
 
 

 Over 70 Terrorists Eliminated: The operation resulted in the deaths of over 70 
terrorists, with more than 60 injured, significantly impairing operational capacity. 
 
 

 Avoided Civilian Targets: Target selection was guided by credible intelligence, 
ensuring no Pakistani military facilities or civilian infrastructure were harmed. 
 
 

Strategic Messaging & Diplomacy 

 Measured and Non-Escalatory: India’s Ministry of Defence emphasized that the 
strikes were “measured, proportionate, and non-escalatory”, aimed strictly at 
terror infrastructure. 



 

 

 
 

 Right to Preemptive Action: Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri stated that India 
exercised its right to deter and preempt cross-border attacks while acting 
responsibly. 
 
 

 Demonstration of Restraint and Capability: India highlighted its restraint in 
execution and precision targeting, underlining a policy of surgical retaliation rather 
than broader military escalation. 
 
 

Intelligence Insights & Historic Significance 

 Training Camps of Global Terrorists Targeted: Camps like Sawai Nala 
(Muzaffarabad) and Syedna Bilal (POK) were among the sites destroyed — places 
where Ajmal Kasab and David Headley were previously trained. 
 
 

 Longstanding Terror Infrastructure: The targeted locations have historically been 
used as launchpads and training hubs by LeT and JeM, both UN-designated 
terrorist groups. 
 
 

 Weapon Storage and Mobilization Hubs Hit: Intelligence confirmed the sites also 
served as staging areas for arms, ammunition, and launch preparations for 
cross-border infiltration. 
 
 

Official Statements & Security Drill 

 Wing Commander Vyomika Singh’s Briefing: In a press conference, she 
confirmed complete destruction of nine camps and reiterated that “justice has 
been delivered” for Pahalgam victims. 
 
 

 Operation Timed Ahead of Nationwide Drill: The strikes came just hours before 
a scheduled civil defence mock drill across 244 districts to boost homeland 
preparedness. 
 
 

 Coordinated Strategic Response: The synchronisation of the strike and drill 
indicates multi-agency coordination, reflecting India’s layered response 
mechanism to national threats. 
 
 

Locations of Major Strikes 

 Sawai Nala Camp (Muzaffarabad): Deep inside Pakistani territory (~30 km from 
LoC), a key LeT training centre. 



 

 

 
 

 Syedna Bilal Camp (POK): A Jaish-e-Mohammed facility used for training, arms 
storage, and launch coordination. 
 
 

 Bahawalpur & Muridke (Pakistan): Core operational hubs for JeM and LeT, home 
to their ideological and command leadership. 
 
 

Conclusion: A Message Beyond Borders 

India’s Commitment Reinforced: Operation Sindoor sends a clear, strategic message: 
India will not tolerate cross-border terrorism, and any such act will be met with 
calibrated, precise and unrelenting response. 

 

India’s Human Development Progress in 2025: Rising 
Ranks, Rising Hopes 

India Rises in Global Human Development Index (HDI) 

 India climbs 3 spots on the UNDP's 2025 Human Development Index, now 
ranking 130th globally, matching Bangladesh, and positioned ahead of Nepal (145) 
and Pakistan (168), but behind Sri Lanka (89). 
 
 

 The country’s HDI score improved to 0.685 in 2023, up from 0.676 in 2022—
edging closer to the “high human development” threshold of 0.700. 
 
 

 Since 1990, India's HDI has grown over 53%, outpacing both global and South 
Asian averages. 
 
 

Economic and Social Gains Driving Progress 

 Gross National Income (GNI) per capita rose to $9,046.76 (PPP 2021), showing 
India’s growing economic strength. 
 
 

 Life expectancy has reached 72 years, the highest in India's history, driven by 
healthcare initiatives and recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
 

 Educational indicators have seen a strong upswing: 
 
 

o Expected years of schooling now stand at 13 years, up from 8.2 years in 
1990. 



 

 

 
 

o Key policies such as the Right to Education Act, Samagra Shiksha 
Abhiyan, and NEP 2020 have underpinned this transformation. 
 
 

Poverty Reduction & Welfare Schemes 

 Between 2015–16 and 2019–21, 135 million Indians were lifted out of 
multidimensional poverty, thanks to landmark schemes like: 
 
 

o Ayushman Bharat (Health) 
 
 

o Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (Education) 
 
 

o MGNREGA (Employment) 
 
 

 India remains in the ‘medium human development’ category, but consistent 
welfare-driven development is closing the gap with high-HDI nations. 
 
 

India Leads in Artificial Intelligence (AI) Adoption 

 India has the highest AI skill penetration globally, according to UNDP—reflecting 
a strong shift in talent and innovation. 
 
 

 Talent retention in AI is rising: 20% of Indian AI researchers now stay in the 
country, compared to nearly 0% in 2019. 
 
 

 AI applications in grassroots development are increasing: 
 
 

o Empowering farmers with local language advisories 
 
 

o Skill development programs in states like Tamil Nadu and Telangana 
 
 

 A UNDP survey shows 70% of Indians believe AI will boost productivity, with the 
highest optimism among youth. 
 
 

Persistent Challenges and Inequalities 



 

 

 Despite gains, inequality continues to reduce India's HDI value by 30.7%, the 
highest regional loss—mainly due to income and gender disparities. 
 
 

 Low female labour force participation and limited political representation are 
key challenges, though legislative reservations for women offer hope for long-term 
structural change. 
 
 

 Global concern: The HDI report flags a widening gap between low and very high 
HDI countries, with global human development progress stagnating for the 
fourth straight year—posing risks to Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 
2030. 
 
 

Conclusion 

India’s climb in the HDI rankings is a testament to decades of focused policy, inclusive 

schemes, and technological advancement. As the country edges toward “high human 

development” status, the next leap will require bridging inequality gaps, enhancing 

quality in education and healthcare, and leveraging AI and digital infrastructure for 

inclusive growth. 

 

8th May 

Vatican Conclave 2025: Historic Papal Election Underway 
Amid Global Anticipation 

The Conclave Begins: A Sacred Tradition in Action 

 Inconclusive First Vote (May 7, 2025): The first day of voting in the papal conclave 
ended with black smoke billowing from the Sistine Chapel, indicating no pope was 
chosen. The process will resume with four rounds of voting per day from Thursday. 
 
 

 Sacred Rituals Observed: The conclave began with the traditional Latin command 
"Extra omnes" — meaning “everyone out” — as the chapel doors were sealed. The 
133 cardinal electors, all under the age of 80, are now in complete seclusion during 
the voting process. 
 
 

 A Global Gathering: This is the largest conclave in Church history, with many 
cardinals new to the process and representing countries with no previous voice in 
conclave elections, reflecting the Church’s global transformation under Pope Francis. 
 
 

Inside the Sistine Chapel: Heritage Meets Secrecy 



 

 

 Timeless Protocols: The cardinals are secluded inside the Sistine Chapel, voting 
beneath Michelangelo’s iconic fresco of God creating Adam. The setting is 
steeped in spiritual and artistic tradition. 
 
 

 No Phones, No Speeches: To maintain purity of the process and shield it from 
modern-day influences like social media, cardinals are forbidden from using 
mobile phones and cannot make speeches or campaign. 
 
 

 Health Provisions in Place: One ill cardinal has been granted the right to vote from 
his room, showcasing the conclave’s effort to include all eligible electors. 
 
 

Global Speculation: Who Will Wear the White Robes? 

 Americans in the Spotlight: For the first time in decades, speculation includes U.S. 
candidates. Notably: 
 
 

o Cardinal Robert Prevost, a Chicago-born Vatican official known for his 
pragmatism. 
 
 

o Cardinal Timothy Dolan, Archbishop of New York, famous for his charisma 
and media presence. 
 
 

 Rising International Figures: Other top contenders include: 
 
 

o Cristóbal López Romero, a Spaniard based in Morocco, admired for his 
humble and Gospel-centric approach. 
 
 

o Anders Arborelius, a monastic Swedish cardinal and Catholic convert 
celebrated for his spiritual depth. 
 
 

o Cardinals from Italy, the Philippines, France, and Congo are also in the 
mix. 
 
 

Historical Context & Recent Legacy 

 Longest Conclave in 100+ Years? If no pope is selected by day five, this could 
become the longest conclave since 1922 — a sign of possible division or a careful 
deliberative process. 
 
 

 Past Precedents: Pope Francis and Pope Benedict XVI were elected in just five 
and four votes, respectively. A similar timeline could point to consensus, while 



 

 

delays may reflect internal tensions. 
 
 

 Legacy of Pope Francis: Following Francis’s death, the conclave reflects his 
reformist impact—from increased global diversity among cardinals to emphasis on 
humility and Gospel values. 
 
 

Ceremony and Symbolism 

 Litany and Vestments: Cardinals entered the conclave chanting the Litany of the 
Saints, wearing red sashes, rochet vests, pectoral crosses, and birettas — or, for 
Eastern Churches, traditional choir dress. 
 
 

 The Room of Tears: After selection, the new pope will dress in white vestments in 
the “Room of Tears”, symbolic of the gravity and emotional weight of the papal role. 
 
 

What to Expect Next 

 White Smoke and Latin Announcement: Once a pope is chosen, white smoke will 
rise. The cardinal protodeacon will then announce the new pontiff's name from the 
balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica with the phrase "Habemus Papam." 
 
 

First Impressions Matter: Observers will scrutinize whether the new pope adopts Francis’s 

simple style (white robes and black shoes) or returns to Benedict’s ornate red slippers 

and velvet mozzetta. 

 

9th May 

Strategic Retaliation & Resilience: India’s Decisive Counter 
to Pakistan’s Cross-Border Assaults 

 

 

BACKGROUND: Escalation in the Aftermath of the Pahalgam Attack 

 Operation Sindoor Launched Post-Pahalgam Tragedy: India’s military retaliation, 
Operation Sindoor, began following the Pahalgam terror attack in April 2025, which 
resulted in 26 civilian deaths, most of them tourists. The operation targets nine 
terror infrastructure locations in Pakistan and Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir (POK). 
 
 

 Restraint Meets Resolve: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh addressed the nation, 
reaffirming India’s commitment to diplomacy but warning that restraint must not be 



 

 

misinterpreted as weakness, emphasizing “quality action” in response to 
provocations. 
 
 

THE STRIKES: Pakistan’s Provocation and India’s Defence 

 Massive Missile and Drone Barrage by Pakistan: On May 8–9, 2025, Pakistan 
launched its second wave of drone and missile strikes within 24 hours, targeting 
over 15 Indian cities including Jammu, Pathankot, Srinagar, Amritsar, Ludhiana, 
Chandigarh, and others. 
 
 

 Targets Across the Nation: Pakistani attempts were focused on military 
installations, especially in Jammu & Kashmir, Punjab, Rajasthan, and Gujarat, 
aiming at critical nodes like Awantipura, Bathinda, Uttarlai, and Bhuj. 
 
 

 Coordinated Night-Time Attack Foiled: India’s air defence systems — including 
CUAS, Pechora missiles, SAMAR systems, and air defence guns — intercepted 
all major threats, preventing any casualties or material losses. 

 

INDIA’S RESPONSE: Swift, Tactical, and Unrelenting 

 Pre-Dawn Precision Strike Near Lahore: In a pre-dawn counter-offensive, India 
deployed kamikaze drones to neutralise a key Pakistani air defence system near 
Lahore, showcasing advanced kinetic and non-kinetic warfare capabilities. 
 
 

 “Same Domain, Same Intensity” Doctrine: According to the Defence Ministry, 
India's response was calibrated to match the intensity and nature of Pakistan’s 
provocation, targeting radars and defence infrastructure. 
 
 

 Blackouts Across Indian States: As a precautionary protocol, controlled 
blackouts were enforced in Jammu & Kashmir, Punjab, Rajasthan, and 
Chandigarh, allowing anti-air systems to operate with maximum efficiency and 
reducing visibility for incoming threats. 
 
 

IMPACT ZONES & CIVILIAN SAFETY 

 Explosions and Sirens Alert Border Areas: Explosions were reported in Akhnoor, 
Samba, Baramulla, and Kupwara, while air raid sirens prompted civilians to take 
shelter. No civilian or defence casualties were reported. 
 
 

 Cities Temporarily in Darkness: Jammu, Amritsar, Pathankot, Jalandhar, 
Mohali, and other districts witnessed power cuts to safeguard critical infrastructure. 
Electricity has now been restored in many areas. 



 

 

 
 

 Security Vigil Heightened Along LoC: Ceasefire violations (CFVs) were also 
reported along the Line of Control (LoC), triggering enhanced surveillance and 
aerial vigilance across border sectors. 
 
 

STRATEGIC POSTURING & GLOBAL MESSAGE 

 High-Tech Warfare on Display: The use of counter-drone technology, air 
defence integration, and precision-targeting drones reflects a modernised 
Indian defence posture, drawing attention from international defence analysts. 
 
 

 Neutralisation of Pakistani Jets: According to defence sources, Indian systems 
also downed Pakistani F-16 and JF-17 fighter jets, and reportedly disabled a PAF 
AWACS surveillance aircraft, further weakening Pakistan’s aerial monitoring 
capability. 
 
 

 Public and Global Assurance: The Ministry of Defence assured that India’s air 
defence remains impregnable, and any future threats will be met with rapid, 
proportionate, and effective responses. 
 
 

 Wider Conflict Risk Looms: The regional atmosphere remains volatile, with fears 
of escalation into a larger military conflict. Diplomatic backchannels are expected 
to intensify in the coming days. 
 
 

Conclusion: India’s Message is Clear 

India’s handling of the crisis reflects strategic clarity, operational excellence, and 
unwavering commitment to national security. The nation has signalled that it seeks peace 
but will not hesitate to act decisively when sovereignty is threatened. As Operation 
Sindoor continues, India stands united, vigilant, and prepared. 

 

India Participates in 80th Moscow Victory Day Parade: A 
Strategic and Symbolic Engagement 

India’s Participation at a Glance 

 MoS for Defence Sanjay Seth arrived in Moscow on May 8, 2025, to represent India 
at the 80th anniversary of Victory Day, marking the Soviet Union’s defeat of Nazi 
Germany in World War II. 
 
 

 The visit holds symbolic importance as Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh did not attend due to ongoing tensions with Pakistan. 



 

 

 
 

 Seth will attend the Victory Day parade on May 9 at Red Square, a premier military 
ceremony showcasing Russian military strength. 
 
 

 During his visit, Seth will hold a bilateral defence dialogue with Russian Deputy 
Defence Minister Alexander Fomin to reinforce defence cooperation. 
 
 

 The Indian Embassy in Moscow confirmed the minister’s arrival and agenda, 
highlighting this visit as a reinforcement of the “Special and Privileged Strategic 
Partnership” between India and Russia. 
 
 

Victory Day: Historical Significance 

 Victory Day (May 9) commemorates the unconditional surrender of Nazi 
Germany, marking the end of World War II in Europe from the Soviet perspective. 
 
 

 While the surrender was initially signed on May 7, 1945, in Reims, France, the 
Soviet Union insisted on a second signing in Berlin on May 8, which due to time 
zones became May 9 in Moscow. 
 
 

 This is why Russia and former Soviet states observe Victory Day on May 9, while 
Western nations commemorate it on May 8. 
 
 

 The Eastern Front witnessed some of the most brutal battles—notably Stalingrad, 
Leningrad, and Kursk—with the Soviet Union enduring 20–27 million casualties. 
 
 

 The first Victory Day Parade was held on June 24, 1945, showcasing captured 
German equipment and thousands of Soviet troops at Red Square. 
 
 

Modern-Day Commemoration and Strategic Importance 

 Victory Day has evolved into Russia’s most significant military and nationalistic 
holiday, reinforcing its role as Europe’s wartime liberator and a global military power. 
 
 

 President Vladimir Putin traditionally addresses the nation during the parade, 
underlining Russia’s geopolitical stance and legacy. 
 
 

 In today’s Russia, May 9 features military parades, fireworks, wreath-laying 
ceremonies, and mass public commemorations. 
 
 



 

 

 The participation of Indian defence leadership underscores India’s balanced 
strategic diplomacy, especially in the backdrop of India’s recent military 
escalation with Pakistan. 
 
 

 MoS Sanjay Seth’s visit also includes interaction with the Indian diaspora in 
Moscow, reinforcing soft diplomacy and national representation abroad. 
 
 

Conclusion  

India’s presence at Russia’s historic Victory Day celebration signifies not just remembrance 
of a shared wartime legacy but also a strategic affirmation of Indo-Russian defence ties 
in a complex global landscape. Amidst regional tensions, this diplomatic gesture highlights 
India’s commitment to multilateral defence partnerships and historical solidarity. 

 


